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2. 
Ages , EDITOR'S PACE 

..; .The May Club meeting has beer brought forward one week to the first © 
Wednesday, May. 5th. :This puts pressure on the Whirrakee production team as.one 
week is lost from the time which would normally be available. The deadline for 
articles is therefore: Friday, April 16th, except for those items which arise 
out-of the committee meeting on April 22nd, With that°excéption, late, items 


will not be included, —. 
NOTES ON BARFOLD GORGE: 


“I thought I would use my Editor's Page to write a few notes on Barfold 
Gorge’, which is featured on our cover this month, and will be the venue for” 
the Sunday excursion of the W.V.F.N.C.A.April Campout. Although Barfold Gorge 
has been known to older club members for many years, it was never: written. up 
as a feature article in The Bendigo Naturalist. Even more surprisingly, 1t has 


never beenfeatured in The Victorian Naturalist. Although it is undoubtedly” 
one’ of Victoria's most significant geological features, geological literature 
was almost non-existent until very recently. It was geologically mapped by — 
Norman Taylor as part of his geological survey of quarter sheet’ 13°SE, published. 
in’.1866;.and-a few marginal notes on this map represent the first geological 
description of the gorge. A.B.Edwards included the gorge area in his study of 
the voleanie rocks of Central Victoriain the 1930's, and that was just about 
the extent of published geological work. Since 1977, the gorge has received: 


much jure publicity, for which I must take 4 fair, share. of the blame/credit, 


depending on your point. of view. 


Barfold Gorge is on the Campaspe River between Kyneton and Redesdale, 
starting about eight riyer kilometres downstream from Turpins Falls and 
extending for another four river kilometres to the junction with Pipers Creek. 
TheCampaspe’ has cut through a succession of three lava flows, right down to 
the Ordovician bedrock, at Turpins Falls (see Whirrakee 1 (5) for article on 
this), but downstream the grade of the river is less than that of the surface 
of the lava plain, and eventually the river flows back on to the lava plain, 
and ‘crosses: it: from west to east. At Barfold it enters a gorge tract,in which 
it cuts through the same three’ lava’ flows exposed at Turpins Falis,-and also | 
exposes a deeper, older lava flow, not seen at Tuvpins. There is not space here 
for a full description of the gorge, but suffice it to say that the 80 metre 
deep section of the gorge downstream from Mitchells Falls is rugged and 
Spectacular, with a.still wild grandeur in striking contrast to the gently 
undulating farmland it cuts through. Geelogically, it is highly significant 
because of the variety of volcanic features, such as columnar basalt, tessellated 
pavements, talus heaps of fallen blocks and broken columns below the cliffs, 
caves and waterfalls, and for the succession of lava flows, with intervening 
alluvium and fossil. soils. This is one of the best examples in the state ofa 
magmatic differentiation sequence in the Newer Volcanics, Each successive flow 
differs in composition, reflecting changes with time in the magma chamber below. 
The flows are numbered upwards from 1 to 4. The best columns are confined to the 
No 2 flow, which forms the lower part of the cliff in our cover photo. The upper’ 
part of the cliff is the No 3 flow, in which the columns are not as well formed. 
The low distant escarpment is the No 4 flow which forms the surface of the lava 
plain, This cliff of columms rivals the much better known Organ Pipes at 
Sydenham for visual impact. . 


For further reading:- "Barfold Gorge - A Case for conservation" 
Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority, July 1980. 


"Geological Features of the National Estate in Victoria" 
Geological Society of Australia Inc.,Vict.Div.,Dec.1980. | _ 
Article by H.E.W. on Barfold Gorge,pp66-70 4 

(Both of these publications are in the club library). 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


AN ECHIDNA COMES TO TOWN 
by Nancy A. Stone 


It is not every day that echidnas are found in Brodie Street. 
Consequently, when one pushed through our next-door neighbour's fence and 
proceeded to plod purposefully across their lawn, heading in the direction 
of the city centre half a mile away, there was great excitement. 


Four-year-old James, with his mother's help, got him into a cardboard 
carton, and we all peered at him as though he was a visitor from outer space, 
and wondered what to do next. Finally it was decided that my husband and I 
would put the carton in the boot of our car, and, taking James with us, 
would release Spiny out at One Tree Hill. 


We were to learn that releasing Spiny was not quite as simple as all 
that - that in fact he was in charge of the operation, and not we ourselves, 
as we fondly imagined. 


We drove to the top of One Tree Hill and James and Alex, with great 
and solemn concern, diligently searched for a really large ants nest on which 
to set down our little lost friend from the bush. Having found a suitably 
impressive one, they returned to the car, and, Alex, having pulled on his 
big leather gloves, opened the boot to lift out the box, The box was there 
alright - but where was Spiny? No sign of him! Then we saw the bulge - 
he had climbed out of the carton and burrowed underneath the three mats on 
the floor of the boot! 


Alex pulled away the mats and prepared to pick him up. But as fast 
as he grabbed, Spiny slid away. Nor could he be prized loose - he seemed to 
have suction caps on his feet. Eventually he scrambled up and got behind 
the housing of the petrol tank, completely out of sight and out of reach. 


What to do next? The housing, really only a sheet of masonite, was 
attached by the kind of screws that require a four-pronged screw-driver. We 
didn't have one. But perhaps our friends who lived on the edge of the forest 
would? So, everybody in and off we go for help. 


Yes, they had a four-pronged screw-driver all right, and their son-in-law, 
a particularly big, strong man, would do the job for us and their grandson 
would put the echidna over their garden fence into the bush. 


Or would they? Off came the masonite, and off the petrol tank and up 
into the housing of the left-hand rear wheel went Spiny. And there he stayed, 
only his rump showing, and three strong men, two boys and a Phillips screw- 
driver failed to move him. 


So home we drove, the boot in a wreck, the echidna still in there, 
to report "Mission failed.’ Leaving the boot open, we went inside to have a 
cup of tea and do some thinking. 


. An hour or so later, the children found him. He'd scrambled out of 
the boot and continued his journey down Brodie Stree, crossed Palmerston 
Street, (did the bowlers driving home wonder if they'd had one too many at 
the bar, at the sight of him?) . and was waddling in his same purposeful 
fashion down the little. path between the bowling green and the tennis courts - 
still heading for town. . 


Back into the box he went, and this time we made no mistake about it. 
We strapped the box up with several rounds of parcel tape, and grabbed 
a pair of scissors. 


So in the end, it was reported, "Mission accomplished." 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo 


AN EXPERIMENT IN GROWING THE DESERT PEA, CLIANTHUS FORMOSUS 


To flower a Desert-Pea is a challenge to all native plant growers. 
In waiting this article I expect to get some feed back from other people 
who have grown, this beautiful native plant. There appear to be many and 
varied methods used, with various degrees of success and failure. I have 
tried a number of ideas over the years, but have never had the success that 
I have enjoyed with the method I will describe in this article. 


In "Whirrakee'’ Vol.2, No.7, I made brief mention of this method as it 
was told to me by Geoff Sitch of Goldfields Nursery. I have altered the 
procedure somewhat, as I thought necessary by the way the pian appeared to 
be thriving or otherwise. 


Starting the Seeds. In early September I pour boiling water over nie 
seeds in a cup and let them soak overnight. In the morning I select for 
planting only the seeds which have swollen, I have found these. to be the only 
seeds worth planting. I get on an average nine virile seeds in each packet 
of commercial seed. The good seeds are sown, barely covered, in a very open 
potting mixture, in tubes which I make from a stiff plastic. I use discarded 
architects plan printing film, cut and rolled to make a tube about ten inches 
long and approximately two inches in diameter. These tubes I fill with the 
open soil mixture. To hold the tubes firm I use rubber bands. These tubes 
are placed in a shallow cardboard box or such like to hold them upright. 

Sow one seed to each tube and place them in a sunny, sheltered position. 

Do not put in a hot house or use glass covers, so that the seedlings do not 
need hardening off. Keep the tubes just nicely moist. I mist spray them. 
Protect from snails and slugs, and about a week after the leaves appear, 
spray with BeMlate at recommended strength to check damping off. 


Preparing the Bed. While the seedlings were growing I had a load of 
clean granite sand tipped on a position I had previously prepared. It was 
on virgin soil which I had rotary hoed thoroughly. The quantity of sand I 
bought ran out to a mound some twenty feet long and nine feet wide and 
‘eighteen inches to two feet deep in the middle, shallower at the edges, 

(six cubic yards costing five dollars a yard)... For anyone with a small 
garden, wishing to try this method, I feel that one cubic yard of sand would 
be sufficient to grow one or two plants. However some sort of retaining 
frame would be required to prevent the sand from spreading out and becoming 
too shallow. Over the sand mound I spread a very light sprinkling of 

Blood and Bone fertiliser and a quarter pound of Copper Sulphate and 
thoroughly raked the whole area. 


Planting’ Out . When the roots of the seedlings had just begun to show 
at the bottom of the tubes, about the time when the second leaves were © 
starting, and I had judged that the frosts were finished (my garden is fairly 
well protected from frosts) I planted the seedlings out in the sand mound. 
Making a hole in the sand deep enough to take the tube, I then severed the 
rubber bands and allowed the tube to loosen slightly. I then placed the whole 
tube in the hole and gently slid the plastic tube off, thus planting the 
seedlings without root disturbance. After gently filling in the hole I 
watered them in thoroughly, and waited for them to grow. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


Subsequent Treatment. With daily watering the plants began to grow, 
but slowly. As they gained size they began to have an unthrifty appearance. 
The foliage was sparse and the bottom leaves took on a yellowish appearance. 
The plants appeared to need more feeding. I decided to try out another 
dressing of fertiliser. I tried it on two plants only. I scooped out a 
trench about six inches deep all around the plants, just at the end of the 
lateral roots, which showed up as I scooped out the sand. I then sprinkled 
a good handful of blood and bone, with which I had mixed a dash of sulphate 
of potash, at the bottom of the trench, around each plant, filled in the 
sand, and watered in thoroughly. After again watering every day, within a 
fortnight there was such an apparent improvement in the plants treated that 
I decided to repeat the treatment on all the plants. I now have sixteen 
thriving, healthy Desert Peas. The rabbits ate three before I fenced them off! 


In addition to the blood and bone application, each two weeks I give 
them a light dose of liquid cow manure, thoroughly watered before and after 
application, 


At the time of writing, in the middle of March, they are just coming 
into bloom with four beautiful heads in full flower and a promise of many 
more to come, judging by the number of buds in various stages of development. 


My main concern now is that the cold weather will set in, and frosts 
cut the plants down before they have time to reach their full potential. 


So we find that, growing in pure sand, these plants need regular, 
copious watering. I gave them two gallons each plant daily in the hot weather, 
reducing to one gallon each plant daily as the weather got cooler. A 
considerable amount of fertiliser needed to be added, but the growth of the 
plants was rapid after the addition of the reneriteern I am hoping that 
growing in clean sand will reduce the chance of fungal attack. Time will tell. 
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THE PROCESSIONARY CATERPILLAR MYTH 
by Tom Patullo,. 


Recently I came across a line of Processionary Caterpillars travelling 
head to tail, and forming a continuous line for some twenty feet. They were 
evidently heading for new pastures , said pastures being the beautiful Acacias 
growing in my garden. Having in mind stories that I had both heard and read, 
about these caterpillars, I decided to try them out for myself, The stories 
were that if you guide them around in a circle, they would continue blindly 
round in that circle, head to tail, for days. 

This mob, however, seemed to have very definite ideas of direction, 
or at least the direction they needed to travel to take them to my Acacia tree. 
Having carefully steered them around in a circle, which act took me a 
considerable time, they did not want to change direction. However, it was 
quite noticable that when I had eventually got them past half way round, and 
they sensed that they were again heading towards their objective, they Henan to 
accelerate, When the leader got right round, and was about to -meet up with the 
tail, I flicked one caterpillar away. Sure enough they continued Ons head to 
tail, in the circle for a short while. 

Suddenly, at a point in the circle nearest to the direction they were 
originally travelling, one of the caterpillars broke the circle to continue 
on their original course, followed. by the rest, still head to tail. Soon they 
were again in a long line heading for the garden acacias. Just about this time 
five hundred caterpillars were exterminated. 

One point that I have considered since is this - Was it the original 
egos who broke the circle? 


BLACK-TAILED GODWIT AT BENDIGO SEWERAGE FARM 
by Ray Wallace. 


In the evening of February 19th Peter Little and myself decided on a trip 
to Meadow Farm to observe the Red-necked Avocets reported by Chris Bunn. 
While rambling around the old section of the works at the bottom end we were 
arrested by a single large wader feeding amongst a large flock of Pied Stilts. 
The most conspicuous feature was the birds' large business-like bi-coloured 
bill, almost black for half its length and then shading to reddish-pink 
where it met the head. This feature alone identified it as a Godwit, but 
which one? Even though we got to within 25 metres of the bird it did not 
flush, and it was here we could observe the black at the end of the tail and 
the very white rump. Very importantly also, a couple of times it flapped its 
wings as if preparing for flight, when the prominent white bar in its wings 
showed clearly. This distinguished it from its similar relative the Bar-tailed 
Godwit (Limosa lapponica), and made our identification positive as the 
Black-tailed Godwit ¢Limosa limosa). It should be noted that the illustration 
in Pizzey (Colour Plate 32) is very poor indeed, not even showing the two- 
toned bill, a very important and notable feature, whereas Slater (Plate 41) 
illustrates it to perfection. This bird is solider in appearance than the 
Greenshank (also observed in the Bendigo district a couple of times in the 
last couple of years) and is 15 inches in length as compared to the 
Greenshank's 13 inches. First impression is of a largish solid mottled 
brownish-grey bird. Grey-brown above and on the breast, the remainder of the 
underparts are white, and prominent to us, although not mentioned in Slater, 
was the whitish eyebrow. The species breeds in Eurasia. W.R.Wheeler regards 
it as rare for Victoria, the same status as that given by Condon and McGill, — 
Ssemingly everywhere where it is a bird of passage in the non-breeding 
season, according to the references both overseas and Australian, it is 
uncommon to rare. This species has been recorded a number of times on the 
Kerang marshes, but had not been previously recorded for the Bendigo district, 
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MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP REPORT Summary of activities and proceedings. 


1. The joint mammal trapping exercise with the Mammal Survey Group of the 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria at Mt. Alexander over the March long 
weekend, was not very fruitful with regard to ground or tree-dwelling mammals 
but was most successful in establishing the existence of at least seven species 
of bats on the mountain. Most of these were caught in.bat traps (placed, 
incidentally, adjacent to the pine plantation near the old koala reserve), 

and some were caught by stringing fishing line over the water of the fire dam. 
The six species trapped were as follows: 


Eptesicus vulturnus . ... Small forest eptesicus 
" .  .sagittula Large forest eptesicus 
regulus King River bat 

Chalinolobus morio . Chocolate bat 
it gouldii - Gould's wattled bat 

Nyctophilus geoffroyi. Lesser long-eared bat 


The seventh species was Tadarida australis, the White-striped Bat, a large 
distinctly marked and audible bat, which was reliably observed by one of the 
members of the Melbourne group.The three species of Eptesicus are very similar 
in appearance, but they can be distinguished by those who are very familiar 
with them. 


2. Mammal Survey ee meeting, 1eth March.. There was some discussion and 
itemising of equipment for pit-fall trapping of mammals and reptiles at Big 
Billy Bore in the Big Desert during the May school holidays. We will also have 
the benefit of using pit-fall trapping lines already in place in various. 
locations at Big Billy Bore and The Springs. 

Next meeting Thurs. 22nd April. Cynthia and Rob Watkins', Marnie Rd.,Kennington, 


FINCHES OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT 
Bendigo Bird Observers Group: Bird of the Night Discussion October 1981. 


Diamond Firetail _ Emblema. guttata’ 
Red-browed Firetail Emblema temporalis 
Zebra Finch - Poephila guttata 


Appearance Small birds 10 to 12 cms long with short, vise pointed bills 
and short tails. Male and female firetails are’similar but male and female 
zebra finch are not. Both of the firetails have red bills, and crimson rumps 
and upper tail coverts. The Diamond firetail has brown back and wings, white 
throat and abdomen, a black band across the chest, and a black band with 
white spots, at the side of the body. The Red-browed firetail has a red patch 
in front of and above the eye, the back is olive-green and underparts grey. 

The Zebra finch has an orange-red bill, grey-brown back, white rump, 
tail coverts barred black and white, face white, bordered wath black stripes. 
The male has a chestnut patch below and behind the eye, and chestnut patch 
with white spots at the sides of the body, The female has grey instead of the 
chestnut patch below and behind the eye and no chestnut patch with white 
spots at the side of the body, which is pale buff together with the under 
side of the body. 


Calls Diamond Firetail - a plaintive whistle sometimes ascending, sometimes 
descending. Red-browed Firetail - high pitched whistle, and chattering notes. 
Zebra Finch - a note like a.toy trumpet, other chattering trills. 


Food — Variety of grass seeds, small herbs, bernies and insects. The seeds 
May be ripe or half ripe. They drink water frequently. 


Breeding In the Bendigo district, breeding may begin in September and continue 
to November, or, in the case of the Diamond firetail until January. 

Breeding begins with courtship display. Male firetails with long stems of 
grass in the bill, approach the females, or the females follow the males 

to a high perch. The male then begins to bow, and dance, and sing. Mating 
follows. Zebra finch courtship is similar except that the display with the 
stem of grass is omitted. 

Nests are bulky, made of grass stems, flask shaped-with a domed nest SNES 
side entrance with tunnel, and lined with fine grass, and feathers. 

They are usually built into low bushes or small trees, but SEGUE the 
Diamond firetail nests high in tall trees. 

The Red-browed firetail prefers prickly * bushes for nesting. 

Eggs are pure white in colour and clutches vary from four to eight eggs. ° 
Incubation takes 12-15 days. Both sexes ‘assist in nest’ building, : incubation, 
and feeding the young, Information from the Readers Digest book indicates 
that Zebra finches in Captivity mature faster than any other species of bird. 
Ten days after fledging, the young are independent and both sexes develop 
adult plumage and are capable ‘of breeding 9-10 weeks after hatching. — 
Observations indicate that’ Diamond firetails and Zebra finches often build 
their nests within the bases’ of occupied nésts of birds of | Preys particularly 
nests of Little Eagles and Brown Hawks. 


Habitat The Diamond firetail gccurs in aie roncat and woodland areas in 
é Bendigo district except dense mallee. Prefers semi open areas with 
suitable bushes and shrubs, om 
Red-browed firetail frequents greeks, watercourses and dams with suitable 
habitat of prickly shrubs, Silky hakea, Spreading acacia, Hedge acacia, etc. 
All species are more common south oi Bendigo, preferring the slightly bighen 
rainfall areas. 


8. 
FINCHES OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT continued 


General Observations indicate that Zebra finches nest in spring and may 
nest again in autumn. In Central Australia Zebra finches have been observed 
in flocks of 1000's of birds. They may nest within 24 hours after heavy rain. 
They often nest in colonies of up to 50 pairs. The Zebra finch and Red-browed 
firetail use nests outside the breeding season for family roosting - a habit 
shared with babblers. 

The Red-browed firetail and Zebra finch also tend to feather the nest after 
the eggs have already been laid. The Diamond firetail also has a curious 
habit of flying about with a white feather in its bill, if it has been 
disturbed at the nest. It also uses long strands of grass for nest building. 
Red-browed firetails in northern areas appear to be of a darker green colour. 
Another point of interest from the Reader's Digest book is that, when drinking, 
the Red-browed firetail scoops up the water in its bill to drink, but the 
Diamond firetail and Zebra finch suck the water and drink it at the same time. 
When not nesting, the three species tend to occur in flocks, and when nesting, 
may feed in small flocks, It is claimed that the Zebra finch population in 
the Bendigo area has declined over the past 12 years or so, probably due 

to loss of habitat and depredation of foxes and feral cats. 
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EXCURSION TO VAUGHAN SPRINGS AND GLENLUCE, MARCH 14th. 


Quite a crowd turned up for this excursion, led very ably by Cynthia 
Watkins, The first stop for our ten car convoy was in Specimen Gully Road, 
just south of Barkers Creek, where we inspected a very large slate quarry and 
a monument to the first discovery of gold in the area. 

The slate quarry extends for at least 100 metres into the hill on each 
side of the road, and forms a narrow sheer-sided gorge. It was quarried from 
1857 until its closure in 1890. Then about 20 years ago, it was reopened and 
most of the previously discarded spoil was used for small paving work. ; 

It appears that the quarry was abandoned due to the lack of good quality, 
easily separating slate strata. In its early days, slate from the quarry was 
used to pave Collins Street and parts of Bendigo, and it was also sent 
overseas to New Zealand and Tasmania. 

A short way down the road from the quarry is the monument commemorating 
the first discovery of gold on the Mt. Alexander field by Christopher John 
Peters and his compatriots on July 20th 1851. Nearby are the sturdy remains 
of a stone hut, constructed of horizontal slabs of slate, bound with mud or 
clay mortar. C.J.Peters lived here in his old age. 

_ We then turned southwards through the Moonlight Flat pine plantation, 
established by soldier settlers after World War 1, The "Flat'"' is anything 
but level, and there are now some very large pines growing there. 

Emerging at Castlemaine, we stopped at the Pennyweight Flat Children's 
Cemetery, dating from 1852 to 1857. It holds about 200 graves of children 
who succumbed to the unchecked diseases which raged on the goldfields. 

Most of the graves have little or no decipherable lettering on the headstones. 

At Vaughan Springs we had lunch, and then proceeded to Glenluce Springs, 
where there were many vigorous attempts. to extract semi-precious stones from 
the gravels of the upper Loddon River: Zircon, Sapphire, Corundum. 

Equipment used included sieves and panning dishes, a cradle and a rather 
unusual machine called a concentrator, supplied by Mr. Don Hughes. This 
apparatus comprised three large dishes rotating on an oblique axis, each one 
emptying through a centrally placed spout into the one behind. Heavier particles 
of gold work their way to the centre of the dish by means of spiral grooves, 
and the concentrate ends up in the third dish. Unfortunately no gold was found 
by any of the means used, but there was some success in finding small specimens 
of corundum, a dense black shiny stone. 3 ' 

ohn Lindner. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
Bird Chservers Group Meeting, March 1982. 


At the Bendigo Sewerage Farm, May Swamp, a lone Black-tailed Godwit (19.2.82) 
has been recorded. It was observed in the company of a large flock of 
Black-winged Stilts. This is the first recorded sighting of this species 

in our district. * . 
Another first for the Sewerage Farm although not a first for the district 

(see Whirrakee Jan/Feb) was the Marsh Sandpiper (28.2.82). The recent 
Johnson's Swamp wader count (7.2.82) taken by local birdwatchers, also reported 


many sightings of Marsh Sandpipers. 

Red-necked Avocets have turned up in many centres in Central Victoria, with 
observations at Lake Boort (7.2.82) Bendigo Sewerage Farm (23.2.82), 
Maryborough Sewerage Farm (6.3.82), Johnson's Swamp (7.2.82) and Tragowel 
Swamp (7.2.82). 


In the dry box forest of Mt. Moliagul a pair of Powerful Owls were observed 
(28.2.82), one bird holding a very dead Ringtail Possum. 


The highly nomadic Little Quail (Little Button-quail) are again in the news, 
this time turning up in a cut Eucalyptus oil area not far from Inglewood, 
(19.2.82) 


You could not call Zebra Finches common in Central Victoria, but occasionally 
small flocks pass through our area. At Sedgwick a pair were seen feasting 
on the introduced Cotoneaster berries. 


Man's pastoral programme has suited many of the grain eating birds, one 

being the Long-billed Corella which is expanding its South Easterly range 
each year, A large flock of between 40 to 50 were sighted flying over Sedgwick 
on the Ist of March of this year. 


Favourable conditions are known to trigger the breeding of wild ducks, and 

unfortunately many clutches of young are to be seen around the swamps prior 
to duck opening. A good example of ducks breeding out of the Spring season 

was witnessed at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm recently, Three species of duck, 
Grey Teal, Pink-eared and Black Duck, were observed with clutches of young. 
Imagine the hundreds of clutches that will be left orphaned and inevitably 

perish as the result of the duck shooting season, 


Additional bird observations include a Red-ca ped Robin in the Wellsford 
Forest (1.3.82), a Collared Sparrowhawk at Strathfieldsaye (1.3.82), a 
Superb Blue Wren (Splendid Fairy-wren) feeding a young Horsfield's Bronze 
Cuckoo (5 66.12.81) , and an Owlet-Nightjar at the Sedgwick water reserve 
on 6.12.81. 


See article in this issue of Whirrakee. | 
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STOP PRESS © 


Peter Ellis advises that the collation of Cliff Beauglehole's North Central 
book will be taking place at Portland, and not here in Bendigo, Cliff 
regrets that circumstances will not permit taking up the offer to collate 


it here on the weekend of April 17th and 18th. ins 
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10. 
AN EXPERTENCE WITH A HONEYEATER 
aR ae Beg es Pa ee by Ray Wallace. 


Whilst sitting in my garden during a hot Mid-February evening I experienced 
one of the most pleasurable of happenings which occur in the study of natural 
history, that of a completely wild animal overcoming its innate fears of man. 

' White-eared Honeyeaters have been common birds in my garden for some years 
now, at all times of the year, but up until now have never shown any . 
propensity to become any more or less familiar than any other species’ in the 
garden, On ‘the occasion I am writing of a White-eared Honeyeater after 

some rather’ agitated behaviour on a clothes-line about two feet above my 
head, finally landed on my head and started pulling out hair, which it 
continued to do for upwards of a minute, scrabbling and pulling vigorously. 


Alec Chisholm in the fifth edition of Bird Wonders of Australia P.78-82, 
in a superb article, states that this behaviour is of a regional nature. — 
This habit of the White-eared Honeyeater is: well known and documented, but 
due to its supposed regional nature I was curious to know if any other 
members have had this experience happen to them or had ever witnessed ‘such, 
Besides never having heard mention of it from any of the Field Nats, none of 
the bush workers whom I knew such as eucalyptus cutters or sleeper cutters » 
who worked in the Bendigo bushland most of their lives, have ever mentioned 
hair-plucking by White-cared Honeyeaters in this district. But there could 
be no doubt this individual had the "bug" as I mentioned this hair-pulling 
incident to my next door neighbour who then recounted her experience whilst 
hanging out washing, when a small bird came and perched within six inches 
of her head, but I should imagine was deterred from hair-plucking by the 
flapping =a movement of articles of clothing - by contrast I did sit very 
stiil, 


Alex Chisholm stated further in his article that the instinctive drive 
to collect hair is so strong the action is not always confined to the nesting 
season. This is born out by the fact that over the last couple of weeks the ~ 
White-eared Honeyeaters have temporarily vacated local bushy gardens, such 
as Dr. Trembath's near a and my own where they could possibly nest in the 
area. 
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"The Distribution and Conservation of Vascular Plants in North Central Area, 


Victoria" Author A.Cliff. Beauglehole of Portland 
The book. will be ‘launched at the Axedale Campout at 8.00 pm on see 
April 24th, 1982. 
Mr Eric Muir of Dimboola will be launching the book, Eric, a Keen all pounds 
naturalist was one of those instrumental in forming the Wimmera Field Nats. 
Club at his home in 1955, and the W.V.F.N.C.A. at a meeting at Halls Gap in 1956. 
The present Study Area Report is the fifth in a series of 13 for Victoria, 
which Cliff hopes to complete within the next decade. The North Central area 
has about 1260 species of flowering plant and fern, 900 of which are native. 
Of these 900 about 150 are not represented within the biological reserve 
system within the North Central Study Area! A more determined concentrated 
effort amongst naturalists and consérvationists will be required to remedy 
this sad state. Cliff has indicated Wesreteaoats where deficiencies do exist, ° 
which should help the cause. 
Field Naturalists and others must assist in purchasing the report ($6 seer): 
and by studying it and help in establishing more reserves. 


EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW, BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK, 


ABOUT PRODUCING WHIRRAKEE. 
By Eric Wilkinson. 


In view of the problems which led to the late arrival of Whirrakee 
Vol. 1, No. 3, I thought it might be of interest to members to outline the 
steps involved in producing Whirrakee, 


The covers are arranged by Graham Hill, and because of the time require 
by the printer (currently Northern Offset), this is the first matter 
attended to in the month of publication. There have been all sorts of 
problems with covers, not all of which show in the final result. 

The first problem is selecting a suitable photo, or subject for one of 
Graham's delightful pen and ink sketches, and getting it to the printer 

on time, Other problems which have arisen are technical ones involving 

card weight and colour, and printing quality. These seem to be sorting 
themselves out, and we are looking forward to more consistent quality in 
1982, Incidentally, if any member has photos or drawings which would be 
suitable for covers, please contact.either Graham or myself, The number of 
photographers who have contributed photos so far is rather small for such 

a camera happy club. Black and white photos are preferred, but colour slides 
can be used, 


The other part of Whirrakee is my responsibility. My job includes 
gathering the material together, selecting the items to be published in 
a given issue, soliciting material when it is late or in short supply, and 
editing the contributions before they go for typing. I try to maintain a 
reasonable literary standard for Whirrakee, and make any grammatical changes — 
I consider necessary to meet this standard, and endeavour to ensure that 
all words, including scientific names, are spelt correctly. I am able to 
check scientific names if I have the appropriate references, but the 
primary responsibility for accuracy rests with the contributors. 


The next step is to write the Editor's Page and prepare the Diary, 
and arrange the material in as balanced a sequence as possible, I frequently 
use my portable typewriter to type out articles when I consider the 
handwriting to be too bad for the typist to cope with easily. All of this 
work usually takes at least the equivalent of two to three or more very 
full evenings, often requiring working into the wee small hours to meet 
deadlines when either I have been too committed by work which carries over 
into my own time from my job, or material has come in too late to be dealt 
with at a reasonable pace. 


The next step is typing, normally done by Diane Hill. Because of the 
short time available for production on such a tight monthly schedule, 
the material is typed directly on to stencils, This is where bad handwriting 
causes big problems, because there is almost invariably a number of 
corrections required, which are not easily made on stencils. Next time you 
sit down to write a contribution for Whirrakee, spare a thought for the 
Editor, and more particularly for the typist, and print it, or better still, 
have it typed, unless you have neat legible handwriting. One other 
problem which arises out of typing directly on to stencils is that it is 
not always possible for Diane to stick with the sequence that I arrange, and 
she has to exercise her judgement as to the best way to fit items in. 
This means that I am often left with the problem of spaces to fill at 
short notice, hence the occasional pleas for short items to use as fillers. 
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EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW, BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK, 
ABOUT PRODUCING WHIRRAKEE continued. 


After I have looked over the stencils, noted any corrections needed, 
and added fillers where they are needed, the stencils go back to Diane for 
corrections, page numbers, and typing of fillers. The last stencil to be 
typed is the contents page, which has to await allocation of page numbers. 
All of this involves Diane in the equivalent of at least one, and 
sometimes more like two days full time typing. 


The next step, usually about a week to ten days before the club 
meeting, is duplication of the stencils, at which stage Whirrakee begins 
to take shape. The final act is a team effort, when a small band of helpers 
gathers for collation and stapling of the Whirrakees. Since the decision 
to post them to all members, this has involved a larger group of people 
in folding, wrapping and labelling them, ready for posting. With the . 
exception of this month, we have so far been able to mail them by the 
Friday before the meeting at the latest. If anyone would like to join the 
merry little band which gets Whirrakee put together and distributed, please 
let me know. It usually takes about two to three hours work, but the 
participants seem to enjoy it. : 


I hope that members will now have a better appreciation of the our 
involved in getting Whirrakee produced and posted, and the tightness of 
the various production deadlines. It should make it easier to understand 
how the breakdown of the typewriter threw such a large spanner into the 
works. I hope it will also make it a lot clearer why I keep harping on 
the matter of contributors meeting deadlines, It makes Whirrakee production 
a lot easier when all the material is in on time. I lead a fairly busy 
life, and have a job which tends to carry over into what is supposed to 
be my own time, and this in turn means that I do not always have the 
time available to work on Whirrakee outside those days I set aside for-it. 
When items come.in late, I often find myself having to give up precious 
weekend relaxation time, in order to get material organised on time. 

This year I am embarking on some private research work on fossil wombats 
which will cut down my time still further. This need not affect Whirrakee 
production greatly, if all contributors really make an effort to have 
material to me by the stipulated deadlines. , 


Postscript. 

Having frequently used the Editors Page to complain about contributions 
arriving after the deadline, and having used the article above to try and 
explain why meeting the deadline is so important, it gives me considerable 
pleasure to be able to say that all contributions were in by the deadline 
for this issue, and.to thank all those concerned. This is the first time this 
has happened since Whirrakee commenced, ‘but I sincerely hope that it is the 
first of many such occasions. Please do not rest on your laurels - we like 
it this way! It made editing and typing considerably less pressured than 
usual. More than half the typing was completed by the time I would normally 
be delivering the first items for typing, and it means that most members 
will have Whirrakee ‘before Easter. 


13. 
FROM THE MAILBOX 


Beetles in danger! © 


Many years ago, I was told the story of J. B.S. naldane; noted ‘British 
geneticist, physiologist, statistician and sometime atheist, who replied 
when asked what image he had of the Almighty "He must have tea inordinately 
fond of beetles!" 


The Insects of Ajstralia (COSSiele Rs Oe) suggests there are 278,000 species 
of beetles known world wide, 19,219 in Australia, both almost Gertainly 
under-estimates. I was ‘ayeynstzerw interested to learn of the endangered status, 
due in part to the depradations of collectors, of all species of jewel 
beetles (Buprestoidea:) in Western Australia (World Wildlife Fund Australia 
Newsletter No.10, Summer 1982) The W.W.F. has made the first grant to under- 
take studies aimed at conserving native beetles. Since the W.W.F. Newsletter 
has already been featured in this series, I was impressed by the coincidence: 
that the latest issue of The Victorian Naturalist. has a cover article on 
a new species of the same group of beetles and a further article on their 
ecological role as eucalypt pollinators. Another article in "The Vic. .Nat." 
reports an extension of the known range of Leadbeater's possum (not all Club 
members may be aware that Eric Wilkinson rediscovered this possum in 1961, 
after it was believed extinct, the previous record dating back to 1909. 
Having digressed onto mammals, : members of the Mammal Survey Group, who are 
having their own successes with bats * 3 may be interested to learn of a W.W.F. 
grant of $40,000. to investigate the Murina group of Bae EUGENES is also 
made to a special “bat-trap",. 


Bats are probably bad news for beetles! 


(* Eds. note. An article on the bat-work by the Mammal Survey Group is 
anticipated. ina forthcoming issue of ee 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 
As at 22/3/82 


ab E.C.0.S. 31 Autum 1982: 

‘24s A.C.F. Newsletter Vol.14 No.2 March 1982 

3. F.N.C. Ballarat Excursion News. sheet March 1982 .. . 

4,  Geelorig F.N.C. Newsletter 191 March 1982 

5. W.W.F. Australia Newsletter No.10 Summer 1982. 

6. The Victorian Naturalist Vol.99 .No.1 Jan/Feb 1982 .. 
7. Geelong Naturalist Vol.18 No.2 ASE 1981 
8, Parkwatch No.128 Autumn 1982 . 

9, The Bird Observer No, 602 March 1982 | 

10. Environment Victoria C.C. Ve Newsletter No.40 Feb. 983 


Ian MacBean. 
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Members will be aware from the March Committee report that the club wrote to 
the local Liberal members, and their A.L.P. opponents, seeking their views, on 
the environmental aspects of the Mines Amendment Bill. The replies received 
are published below. 


From Bruce Reid, M.L.C., Bendigo Province. 


Thank you for your recent letter on the Mines (Amendment) Bill and the 
views that you have put forward on the environmental safeguards contained 
in the Bill. 


I shall bring it to the attention of the Hon. Digby Crozier, Minister for 
Minerals and Energy, at the earliest opportunity. j 


From Daryl McClure, M.L.A. Bendigo. 
Thank you for your letter of March 8 concerning. the Mines \Gpenanen Bill. 


As you are aware, the Bill which was before Parliament prior to Christmas is 
now undergoing re-evaluation and matters pertaining to the environment are 
being discussed with the Ministry for Conservation. 


I think everyone realises that there must be adequate consideration for the 
environment in relation to any: TESUNECUES of mining activity. 


It is certainly not my. intention to see mining take place in an uncontrolled 
manner and I assure you of my great sympathy for environmental matters. 


From Bill Ebery, M.L.A. Midlands. 


Thank you for your letter concerning the Mines (Amendment) Bill. 


I have received similar correspondence from the Castlemaine Field Naturalists 
Club, and enclose for your information a copy of correspondence received from 
the Minister for Minerals and Energy in which he points out that the Forest 
Commission will remain the responsible authority for the removal of BGs 
trees etc. 


Your comments have been forwarded to the Minister for cone Tasraci cae 


Dear Mr. Ebery , 

Reference is made to your letter of 18 February in which you anaes personal 

representations of behalf of the Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club regarding 

the Mines (Amendment) Bill, - 

The following comments are made regarding ane points raised by. the. Castlemaine 

Field Naturalists Club:- 

- It is current Departmental policy that feria managers such as the Forests 
Commission be involved with mining operations and it is enwieazed that this 
close co-operation will continue into the future. 

- With respect to inspectorial staff, it is advised that the Mining Division 
is currently being re-organised and more staff are being appointed to 
these positions. 

- It is envisaged that the taking out of adjoining leases will be determined 
by Mining Titles Committee procedures as is currently done. Removal of 
trees, gravel, etc, will be controlled as at present. In general this 
means that the land managing bodies, such as the Forests Commission, have 
control over the operations. 

With respect to the detailed provisions to be included in the Mines (Amendment) 

Bill, it is advised that all suggestions regarding the contents of the Bill 

will be considered and the concerns raised by the Castlemaine F.N.C. will 

receive full consideration before the Mines (Amendment)Bill is proceeded with. 

Yours sincerely, Digby Crozier, 
Minister for Minerals & Energy. 
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From David Kennedy, A.L.P. Candidate, Bendigo. 


Dear Sir, 
Thank you for your letter of 8 March, 1982, on the subject of 


environmental safeguards needing to be included in amendments to present . 
mining legislation. 


I have studied the article you attached from Chris Bunn and I have 
also read a good deal of comment that has appeared in recent weeks over 
environmental matters related to mining. There is no doubt that there is a 
considerable concern in the community on this matter. 


My own feeling is that there must be a balance between the economic: 
interests of mining and the long term environmental welfare of the State. 
I am keen to see economic activity in mining to bring more economic growth 
and to create more employment. I am also aware that safeguards must be 
provided in legislation to ensure that the environment is properly protected. 
The State Labor Party itself has given firm assurances that such safeguards 
would be written into mining amendments because of its concern in this regard. 


Accordingly, I am pleased to give your organization an assurance 
that I will be taking the appropriate steps in conjunction with the A.L.P. 
to ensure that adequate protection is provided for the environment. In 
particular, just as I would be listening to the views of other groups 
interested in the mining issue, I would like to have your association's 
views also when changes to mining legislation are being proposed. 


Yours sincerely, 
David pennedy.: State A.L.P.Candidate for 
Bendigo. 
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The Editor, 'Whirrakee! | 18/3/1982 


Dear Eric, 
Having interested myself in the distribution of some of our Whipstick 
flowers, it struck me that the only reference the club has on specific 
localities is Frank Robbins' maps and articles of nine or more years ago. 

I am not avare of any comparable work for other Bendigo areas. When it comes to 
preparing submissions or objections we rely heavily on a few members' personal 
information, and normally a hastily organised field trip. 


The Mammal Survey Group have an excellent system of recording and 
collating their survey results, and the Bird Observers either report new 
Sightings in Whirrakee, or key their surveys into the State reporting system. 
Cliff Beauglehole and colleagues are doing a mammoth task of collating plant 
records at a state level, but this cannot possibly be detailed enough to assess 
the effects of say one paddock being ploughed up for the first time. 


If members are willing to give the Club copies of their plant lists 
(of any age, as the change in flora over the years is important), I am 
prepared to spend the time collating them for ready reference. 


Yours sincerely, 
Eric Whiting. 


Youth Hostel, Edwards Rd. ,Kennington. 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 
Meeting at Laurie Leeson's home 22/3/82 


Summary of main business 


1. Mine's (Amendment) Bill - replies to the letter sent to local 
parliamentarian's and candidates have been received from B.Reid, M.L.C., 
D. McClure, M.L.A., Bill Ebery M.L.A. and David Kennedy. Committee agreed 
that having registered our interest we can best pursue the matter when the 
legislation is redrafted. 


2. A proposal that the Club should publish a field guide on Bthe natural 
history of the Bendigo area was adopted, conditional upon the support of 
individuals and groups within the Club.as contributors. This project 
would be financed, in part, from the Publications Fund (ex Magazine A/c) 


3. Some discussion took place on the need for liability cover for participants 


in Club activities. No agreement was RSENS on the best course of action 
to take. . 


4, There are still quite a number of arrangements to be made for the 


W.V.F.N.C.A. weekend at Axedale. These were discussed, as was the collation 


of Cliff Beauglehole's North Central Book (set for 17/18 April) 


5. ‘he National Trust have sent the Club a copy of their draft citation 
for classification of the Mbs a tAck as a landscape area, with a request 
for comments. 


6. Committee agreed our submission for National Estate support for 
purchase of key Whipstick blocks, should emphasise the imbalance between 
conservation support south of the divide compared with northern areas. 


7. The L.C.C. has sent a detailed map of the Dalyenong area, which will 
help the Club determine whether tree-felling is taking place in the 
proposed Flora Reserve. 


8. Concern was raised about the possible relocation of the saleyards 
in the Wellsford forest. This concern will be eupressed to the 
Minister for Planning. : 


9, The condition of the Club library was discussed and various proposals 
for security, accessibility and general tidying-up were put forward. 


Next meeting at Department of Agriculture rooms, 19/4/82. 
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MEETINGS 
April 14th Speaker: Graham Suckling, Forests Commission. 
Subject: Mammal conservation in commercial forests. 
May 5th. Speaker: Jack Ipsen and Jack Kellam | 
Subject: Bird banding 
NB The date of this meeting has been brought forward to the 
FIRST wednesday to avoid clashing with the May camp in 
the Big Desert (see below). 
June 9th Speaker: John Lindner 
Subject: Eucalypts of Bendigo: biology and identification. 
EXCURSIONS 
EASTER CAMP Goulburn River, Murchison 
April 9-12 Leaders: Graham Hill and Roy Speechley 


(see Whirrakee 3 (2) Diary for details) 
Please contact Graham Hill (42 4016) or John Lindner (46 7132) 
if you are going, to arrange access through a locked gate. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. Rotary Camp, Axedale, April 23rd-25th 
Campout See Whirrakee 3 (2), p.12 for details. 


Sunday May 9th* Bird banding demonstration at Jack Ipsen's property, 
"Iyal Glen", 
Leaders: Jack Ipsen and Jack Kellam 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10. am 


MAY SCHOOL HOLIDAYS CAMP 

May 8-23rd at Big Billy Bore, in the Big Desert, 35 km south of Murrayville, 
(See Whirrakee 3(2),p.8-9 for details). Whether you intend 
going for all or only part of the time, it is essential that 
you inform John Lindner (46 7132) beforehand of your plans. 


QUEENS BIRTHDAY W/E. Western District volcanic features, including Mt.Napier, 
June 12-14 Byaduk Caves, Mt. Eccles and Tower Hill. Further details 

next month. 

Leader: Eric Wilkinson. 


Sunday June 20th. Fungi: either Fryers Ridge or Mt. Alexander, depending on 
seasonal conditions. 
Leader: John Lindner. Meet et Havlin St. at 10. am 

MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs.April 22nd 8.Opm at Cynthia and Rob Watkins place, Marnie Rd. Kennington. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Fri.7th May 7.30 pm at Agriculture Dept., Epsom. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Mon. April 19th 8,0 pm at Agriculture Dept., Epsom. 
: (Committee members are reminded to BYO supper for this meeting) 


* These excursions are particularly for Junior Field Naturalists and 
beginners, but all other members are most welcome to attend. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB - 


Address: correspondence to P.0. 


Chris Bunn 


Box 396 Bendigo 3550 


Averys Rd. E'hawk 


PRESIDENT 46 8141 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE ERESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SECRETARY- Tan MacBean 7 Beebe St,Bendigo 43 O19L 
ASSIST. SECRETARY George Curr .- 16 Specimen Hill Rd.GoldenSq. 42 2798 
TREASURER Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Rob Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
EXCURSION ORGANISER John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd. E'thawk 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 

SECRETARY Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd.Maryborough 61 1698 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

SECRETARY John Lindner 46 7132 
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62 Simpsons Rd, E'hawk 


Meerehin of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all ane 
interested in natural history. The subscription rates are: 


$8.00 Single, $10.00 Family,: 


$4.00 Pensioner and $4.00 children. 


Library subscription to Whirrakee is $8.00 per annun, 


General Meetings 


are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 


Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, wmless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday) 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General 
Meeting. 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the Conference 
‘Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm. 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except when 
the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, in which 
case the M.S.G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm.to.8. ie in 
member's -homes as announced. : 
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NOMINATION FORM 


Name ° s e ° ° e . ° ° * e ° . ° Addres s ° 


6. ers 0.03 -05 0. @, 8 © © @ 6 8 ®@ 


Nominated ° ° s e e e e . ° 


Seconded by e oe ° e Sh O5 10 . e «Date Cin Cp ot) e . ° es ¢@ Phone ° ° A ft} ° eo ¢ 


Membership Category: Family, Single, Pensioner, Junior. 


